
LINEAR PARK GREENWAY AND TRAILS SUB-COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 1, 2017 
CHARLESTOWN TOWN HALL-ANNEX ROOM 

4540 SOUTH COUNTY TRAIL 
CHARLESTOWN, RI  02813 

 
PRESENT:  ED VAZQUEZ, BILL WILSON, FAITH LABOSSIERE, SHERRY DRUDE, PAT LYONS, JONATHAN 
HAMMETT, JENNIFER DEMIRS, JENNIFER HODSHON, PATRICE FENTON, VICKY HILTON, RAY DEFALCO 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DISCUSSION OF PROCEDURES 

1. Election of Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary 
Pat Lyons motioned to nominate Faith LaBossiere for Chair, Bill Wilson for Vice Chair, and Sherry 
Drude as Secretary.  Jonathan Hammett seconded the motion and all present agreed. 

2. Faith explained that we are a sub-committee of 6 and a quorum would be 4. 
3. After discussion with the group it was decided that our monthly meeting will be 1 hour prior to 

Park and Recreation which meets the 4th Tuesday of the month.  We will meet next on May 23rd 
at 6pm. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED OR SENT 

1. Jennifer Hodshon has already contacted Vicky Hilton to coordinate a memorial bench in the park.   
O’Brien and Sons has been contacted and it will not be done for Bike Safety Day. 

2. A walking program will start at the Senior Center on May 2nd utilizing the new bike path.  Ms. 
LaBossiere will lead the first walk and Ms. Drude will be there for 5/9. 

3. Bradford Associates cost estimate for a feasibility study-Ninigret Park to the Village Center. 
Bill Wilson motioned to have Faith LaBossiere contact Bradford Associates to find out cost of 
doing a feasibility study from Ninigret Park to the Village Center and at the same time Patrice 
Fenton will contact Will Green at URI about doing the same and then we can compare cost and 
availability.  Seconded by Jonathan Hammett.  All present in agreement. 
 

OLD BUSINESS  
1. Report on Bike Safety Day 

Ray DeFalco reported taking the lead on almost everything.  He has helmets from last year, DJ 
booked with PA SYSTEM. He has contacted NBX–they have cones and will do safety checks.  
Charlestown police and ambulance have been updated.  
 
Jen Demirs is donating balloons, water and pops.  Faith will bring a cooler.  Pat Lyons will donate 
a generator to connect PA System. Park and Rec will continue reaching out for advertising 
including Paul Ayotte for signs.  Also, Mr. Defalco will be making up a flyer with safety issues as it 
pertains to biking. 
 
Also, Prout and other high schools need to be contacted for about 12 kids to help with set up. 
 
Mr. Hammett brought up that the path has a lot of winter debris and Mr. Wilson will clean with a 
leaf blower. 
 
Frosty Drew will set up a table and will have water. The Community Garden has been contacted.  



Jen Hodshon has a trifold poster and Ms. Fenton will bring an easel.  Jen Demirs ordered 
bracelets for the kids. 

2. Most of the subcommittee will be there. 
3. Faith may say a few words about the pathway. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

1.  MEETING REPORT OF APRIL 18 BILL WILSON RIDOT—Reported that the meeting was mainly to 
educate engineers on designing new roads on existing roads or those being resurfaced.  Ideas like 
“road diet,”  “skinny roads” also relabeling roads and using paint to narrow the traffic lane.  
Basically work with the town, which in Charlestown Alan Arsenault has been doing some of this 
already.  Ed Vazquez will reach out to him further to see if we can have a calendar of roads he will 
be doing in 2017 and 2018. 

2. MEETING REPORT APRIL 21 STATE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING “RI MOVING FORWARD:  
TRANSPORTATION FOR THE NEXT 20 YEARS INCLUDING THE BICYCLE MOBILITY PLAN” 
Sherry Drude reported that the meeting seemed to be 99% about roads and very little mention of 
bikes.  Seems they are talking about bikeways and establishing governing agents but not much 
more. 

3. Discussion about inviting Town Council, EIC, Director of Planning, Charlestown Chamber of 
Commerce, Parks and Recreation, Public Works, Director of Geographical Information System and 
others for the purpose of determining support for the first segment of the Linear Park Greenway. 
After much positive talk the group decided once the feasibility study is done we will invite folks to 
review this and comment. 

4. Ms. Fenton will explore options for logo. 
5. Mr. Hammett reminded us of our meetings with Westerly and South Kingston and how well 

received they were.  Ms. LaBossiere will reach out to all team players and set a date for a new 
meeting. 

 
REMINDER NEXT MEETING 6PM IN TOWN HALL ANNEX ROOM PRIOR TO PARKS AND RECREATION 
MEETING MAY 23, 2017. 
 
ADJOURN motion made by Ed Vasquez and seconded by Jonathan Hammett 7:30pm. 
All present agreed. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
 
Sherry Drude 
Secretary of Linear Park Greenway  
And Trails Sub-committee 

 


