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Town of Charlestown Zoning Board of Review
4540 South County Trail, Charlestown, Rhode Island
Regular Meeting Minutes
December 16, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER: Ms, Andrew, Chairperson called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL:
Ms. Andrew, Mr. Lamontagne, Mr. Pangborn, Mr. Rettig, Mr. Rice and Mr. Isabella were
present. Mr. Abbott was absent.

Also Present: Ms. Murray, Zoning Officer; Attorney David Petrarca, Town Solicitor; Ms.
Dion, Stenographer; and Ms. Chin, IT. Mr. Stokes, Town Council Liaison, was absent.

PRE-ROLL: All members in attendance will be present at the January 20, 2026, regular
meeting, with the exception of Mr. LaMontagne.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A motion was made by Mr. Lamontagne and seconded by Mr. Pangborn to approve
the minutes of the June 17, 2025, regular meeting as corrected. Approved (4-0)

Member Vote

Mr. Pangborn Approve
Ms. Andrew Approve
Mr. Lamontagne Approve
Mr. Rettig Approve

Ms. Andrew thanked former alternate Joseph DeMarco for his years of service on the
Board. The third Alternate position is still vacant.

PUBLIC HEARINGS — Discussion and/or potential action and/or vote:

#1665 Justin M. Rosoff

Requesting a Dimensional Variance in accordance with Article VII, Section 218-41
Dimensional Table to construct a 7° x 6 front entry portico having a 5* x 57 landing and 1
step on the Accessory Dwelling Unit closer in the right side yard setback than allowed; 20°
permitted, 13.1° proposed. Premises is located at 4089 Old Post Road and is further
designated as Lot 3 on Assessor’s Map 13.

Mr. Rosoff was present. He was sworn in and provided testimony. IHe explained that the
original front landing was planned to be 3* x 3°, but it was brought to his attention by the
contractor that it could be dangerous for someone with a wheelchair or a cane. It is
proposed to be increased to 5° x 5° with an additional 1 step down on the front and a roof
with a 1’ overhang to provide protection from the elements for a total of 6.9 relief.
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Ms. Andrew asked about the reference on the Application Addendum for the renovation of
a front entry portico.

Mr. Rosoff explained that it has not been constructed yet.
Ms. Andrew asked about the proposed deck on the back.

Mr. Rosoff explained that a separate permit for the rear deck has been applied for and
issued.

There were no members of the public present to speak in favor or against the application.
There was no correspondence.

A motion was made by Mr. Pangborn and seconded by Mr. Lamontagne to approve
Application #1665 for a Dimensional Variance in accordance with Article VII, Section
218-41 Dimensional Table to allow the construction of a 7° x 6’ front entry portico
having a 5’ x 5’ landing and 1 step on the Accessory Dwelling Unit closer in the right
side yard setback than allowed; 20’ permitted, 13.1” proposed. Premises is located at
4089 Old Post Road and is further designated as Lot 3 on Assessor’s Map 13 for 6.9
relief. The hardship from which the applicant seeks relief is due to the characteristics
of the subject land or the existing structure and not to the general characteristics of
the surrounding area; it is not due to the physical or economic disability of the
applicant. The said hardship is not the result of prior action of the applicant. The
granting of the requested variance will not alter the character of the surrounding area
or impair the intent or purpose of the Ordinance. It will improve the safety of the
step.  Approve (5-0)

Member - Vote

Ms. Andrew Approve
Mr. Pangborn Approve
Mr. Rice Approve
Mr. Lamontagne Approve
Mr. Rettig Approve

DISCUSSION REGARDING CHANGE OF MEETING START TIME

Attorney Petrarca spoke on behalf of Attorney Brochu who would prefer the start time to
be earlier at 6:00 or 6:30 for his schedule, but it is the Board’s pleasure. Zoning Department
members, Board members and the Stenographer all indicated that they were fine with a
6:00 pm. start time. Attorney Petrarca explained that if a later start time was needed for a
special reason, that could be done.

A motion was made by Ms. Andrew and seconded by Mr. Rettig to change the regular

meeting start time from 7:00 pm to 6:00 pm on the third Tuesday of the month, except
for any exceptions necessary beginning on January 20, 2026. Approve (5-0)
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Member Vote

Ms. Andrew Approve
Mr. Pangborn Approve
Mr. Rice Approve
Mr. [Lamontagne Approve
Mr, Rettig Approve

All members confirmed their attendance at the January 20, 2026 regular meeting at the new
start time of 6:00 pm, with the exception of Mr. Lamontagne.

VIII. ADJOURNMENT:
A motion was made by Mr. Lamontagne and seconded by Mr, Pangborn to adjourn
the meeting at 7:20 p.m. Approved (5-0)

Member ) Vote

Mr. Pangborn Approve
Ms. Andrew Approve
Mr. Rice Approve
Mr. Lamontagne Approve
Mr. Rettig Approve

Respectfully submitted,

Conslin Yetlo

Carol A. Nelle, Zoning Clerk
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