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WHEREAS, the Chariho Regional School District serves the students and families of the Towns
of Charlestown, Hopkinton, and Richmond and is essential to the educational, economic, and social
well-being of those communities; and

WHEREAS, the State of Rhode Island provides education aid to regional school districts in
recognition of the shared responsibility between the state and municipalities to fund public education;
and

WHEREAS, the current state budget proposal pending before the Rhode Island General
Assembly includes projected decreases in state education aid to the Chariho Regional School District;
and

WHEREAS, under the proposed reductions, the Town of Charlestown would experience a
decrease in state education aid totaling Fifty-Nine Thousand Four Hundred Thirty Dollars ($59,430),
and the Town of Richmond would experience a decrease totaling Three Hundred Thirty-One Thousand
Sixty-Four Dollars ($331,064); and

WHEREAS, reductions of this magnitude would place an undue burden on local taxpayers,
limit the ability of the Chariho Regional School District to maintain educational programs and services,
and potentially compromise the quality of education provided to students; and

WHEREAS, restoring the proposed reductions in state education aid would promote fiscal
stability for the Chariho Regional School District and uphold the State of Rhode Island’s commitment
to adequately funding public education across all municipalities;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Charlestown
that it hereby expresses its strong support for restoring state education aid to the Chariho Regional
School District in the amounts of $59,430 for the Town of Charlestown and $331,064 for the Town of
Richmond, as part of the state budget currently pending before the Rhode Island General Assembly;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Council respectfully urges the Governor of the
State of Rhode Island, the Speaker of the House, the President of the Senate, and the Charlestown and
Richmond members of the Rhode Island General Assembly to act to restore these funds in the final
enacted state budget; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Clerk is authorized and directed to transmit
copies of this resolution to the Governor, the leadership of the Rhode Island General Assembly, and the
local legislative delegation representing the Town of Charlestown.

C. Discussion and Potential Action Concerning a Recommendation from the Charlestown Coastal
Ponds Management Commission to Support a Resolution Requesting Legislative Action to Clarify
and Reaffirm State Responsibility for Public Boating Access Infrastructure 0:33:15

Ms. Carney noted Chairman Lyons was unable to attend, but had provided the Council with a copy of
Portsmouth's Resolution.

Motion made by Mr. Marr, seconded and approved unanimously to authorize the Town Solicitor to
draft a Resolution in support of Requesting Legislative Action to Clarify and Reaffirm State
Responsibility for Public Boating Access Infrastructure, noting the impacted Charlestown locations.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Receipt, Discussion, and Potential Action of Proposed Charter Amendment Questions as
Recommended by the Charter Revision Advisory Committee to Include Setting a Date for a Public
Hearing 0:35:31

Ms. Carney stated that fifteen potential Charter amendments were forwarded from the Charter Revision
Advisory Committee, of which eight could possibly be bundled as scrivener’s errors, comprising Questions
1,2,4,5,6,7,8. and 13.

Regarding Question 1, the removal of the words “and province plantations™ from the name of the State of
Rhode Island, conforming with the amendment to the Rhode Island Constitution in November 2020, there
were no comments.

Regarding Question 2, to insert the words “or designated official” to add consistency throughout the
document, Ms. Van Slyke was concerned about the lack of definition of the designated official, feeling the
following sentence in the question was sufficient, and objected to inserting the term. Ms. Carney noted that
the purpose of the change was to maintain continuity and make the section more uniform.

Question 3, regarding whether to continue publishing the entire ordinance in the newspaper rather than a
summary directing readers to a web posting of the entire ordinance, was proposed by the Committee
because it felt the Town could save money. The local newspaper ran the same edition on Saturday, Sunday,
and Monday, making it difficult for the Town Clerk to get advertising requirements in by noon on the
Wednesday-Thursday before the deadline. Ms. Carney stated that newspaper publication of ordinances
could cost between $175 and $1,300 each, and that the Town’s advertising costs had increased by $90,000
over the last five years. There was broad agreement to move the question forward to public hearing.



Regarding Question 4, to correct a scrivener’s error, there were no comments.
Regarding Question 5, to correct a scrivener’s error, there were no comments.

Regarding Question 6, to insert a comma after the word “interviews” to resolve the error, Ms. Van Slyke
asked whether other instances of the error in other sections were also to be changed. Ms. Carney clarified
that, anywhere it had been noted, this would be the case.

Regarding Question 7, to correct a scrivener’s error, there were no comments.
Regarding Question 8, to correct a scrivener’s error, there were no comments.

Question 9 regarded an amendment to the section, “Shall the Town Charter be amended at the Finance
Department in the event that a proposed purchase is exactly $10,000," to insert, "For amounts greater than
$3.,000 but less than $10,000, “The purchase shall be considered a small purchase.”

Ms. Van Slyke felt expressed $3,000 was very low, noting state law was $5,000 and suggesting inereasine
B -k ! —H or do what Barrington and some other
Towns do and tie it to State law. Ms. Carney noted this had been addressed in the next question, though Ms.
Van Slyke felt the language lacked clarity. Ms. Weinreich suggested the removal of the word “hereafter”
from the question. Ms. Carney was concerned that raising the limit to $5,000 would not address inflation.

Evaluation of possible rewording and clarification would be sought from the Town Solicitor before going
to a public hearing, with confirmation from Attorney Ruggiero that the question could be amended without
the need for readvertising.

Ms. Carney suggested that Questions 9 and 11 could be combined into a single question, as the changes
were aligned.

Ms. Carney also suggested combining Questions 10 and 12 into a single question, both referring to Charter
§103, with Question 10 referencing Paragraph C and Question 12 referencing Paragraph D.

Regarding Question 13, to correct a scrivener’s error, there were no comments.

Question 14 concerned changing the Planning Commission from a six-year to a four-year term. Ms. Carney
noted that a similar proposal had been voted on in 2024, only losing by around eight votes. It was requested
that Ms. Weinreich include actual vote numbers from the previous vote in the voter information sheet.

Ms. Carney stated that previously, there had been some concern that the Council was attempting to get rid
of the Planning Commission. In order to disprove this, she recommended that the ballot language include
that this would only take effect if ratified by the Rhode Island General Assembly and members' terms would
be four years with staggered terms of two members in one election cycle, three members in the next election
cycle, and alternate members’ terms of office remaining at two years.

Ms. Van Slyke agreed with the addition of the phrasing, but she raised concern over the possibility that the
shorter terms could mean a majority of the Planning Commission would be replaced every other election
cycle, fearing resignations and appointments could exacerbate this, and due to the need for expertise in the
role, continuity could also be impacted.

Mr. Slom disagreed, stating that it was becoming difficult to find members able to make a six-year
commitment. He added that term expiration still allowed members to be re-elected if voters wished them
to return, and felt it was important that voters were given an opportunity to decide for themselves on the
matter. Ms. Carney agreed that all questions should be put to the public hearing to hear voters’ views, noting
that after the hearing, the Council would finalize which questions to put to the ballot.

Ms. Van Slyke expressed her concern over the lack of continuity, feeling the Council owed an explanation
to the voters about which move they felt was best, and personally cautioned that any change to the term
limits of the Planning Commission should be carefully considered. Ms. Carney felt this wasn’t inherently
the case, as members doing a good job could be re-elected by voters. Ms. Carney further added that, with
the exception of U.S. Senators, a six-year team was not the norm.

Ms. Van Slyke further questioned changing the title from "compensation" to "composition," feeling that
removing the word "compensation” would be the better move. Ms. Carney clarified that the main question
had been whether the term was initially meant to be composition or compensation, with Charter language
pointing to the latter, which led to the change. However, Ms. Van Slyke felt the title was sufficient.



Regarding Question 15, “Shall the Town Charter be amended at Part 14, Commissions and Boards, powers
and duties to remove the requirement to provide a report with the Rhode Island Development Council as
this entity is no longer in existence," there were no comments.

Ms. Carney proposed combining the questions deemed to be scrivener's errors. Attorney Ruggiero noted he
wanted the Council to be mindful that the actual ballot questions would differ from what was currently
before the Council when considering bundling, cautioning that they needed to think about how this would
be framed to inform voters.

Ms. Weinreich confirmed that the deadline for the Canvassers to certity local questions was August 8, 2026.

Ms. Carney noted they could decide which questions to bundle, make suggested changes to Question 14
and any other noted changes, receive clarification on the Boston Regional Consumer Price Index, and refer
to the Attorney to draft this for the May meeting, with the Public Hearing date to be selected at the may
meeting.

Attorney Ruggiero offered to work with staff to put together a sample package for review, consistent with
the recommendations.

Motion made by Mr. Marr, seconded and approved unanimously to authorize the Town Solicitor to
come up with language to bundle Questions 1,2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 13 regarding scrivener/grammatical
errors.

Motion made by Mr. Marr, seconded and approved unanimously to carry Question 3 over to the May
11, 2026, Council Meeting with its current wording.

Motion made by Ms. Carney, seconded and approved unanimously that the Town Solicitor provide
clarification on the dollar amounts referenced in Questions 9, 10, 11, and 12.

Motion made by Mr. Marr, seconded and approved unanimously to forward Question 14 to the may
11, 2026 Council meeting, with the addition of the language noted on packet page 104 referencing this
would take effect only if ratified and confirmed by the Rhode Island General Assembly, and
authorization for the Town Solicitor to correct dates from what was referenced in the questions in
2026, and to also authorize the Town Clerk to make appropriate changes to the fact sheet with regards
to those voting in favor and against in 2024.

Motion made by Mr. Slom, seconded and approved unanimously to bring Question 15 forward to
public hearing.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A. Board, Commission, and Committee Vacancies:
250th Ad Hoc Committee - additional membership as requested and appropriate
Affordable Housing Commission - 3 Term Expirations (2-September 2024; 1-September
2025); 1 Vacancy
Agricultural Preservation Committee - 1 Vacancy (Alternate)
Board of Canvassers - 1 Term Expiration (March 2026 - Democrat member)
Budget Commission - 1 Vacancy
Building Commission - 4 Vacancies; 1 Term Expiration (November 2017)
Chariho School Committee - 1 Vacancy
Coastal Ponds Management Commission - 1 Term Expirations (March 2026)
Conservation Commission - 2 Vacancies
Disc Golf Ad Hoc Committee - up to 1 member
Economic Improvement Commission - 1 Term Expiration (September 2025)
Employee Appeal Board - 3 Vacancies
Friends of Ninigret Park Subcommittee - 2 Term Expirations (members at large - March
2017; March 2020; 2 Vacancies (Parks and Rec members); 1 Vacancy (EIC member)
Juvenile Hearing Board - 5 Term Expirations (1 - February 2022; 2 - January 2023; 2 -
February 2025); 2 Vacancies
Ordinance Review Ad Hoc Committee - 1 Affordable Housing Commissioner
Parks and Recreation Commission - 1 Vacancy
Senior Citizens Commission - 3 Term Expirations (1-January 2025, 2-January 2026); 3
Vacancies
Tax Assessment Board of Review - up to 2 Alternates
Tree Warden - 1 Vacancy
Wastewater Management Commission - 2 Vacancies
Wood-Pawcatuck Wild & Scenic Rivers Stewardship Council - 1 Term Expiration

B. Upcoming Meetings:



From the DRAFT minutes of May 11, 2026
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Discussion, and Potential Action of Proposed Charter Amendment Questions as Recommended
by the Charter Revision Advisory Committee to Include Setting a Date for a Public Hearing 1:22:05

Ms. Carney summarized that 15 total questions had been forwarded to the Council from the Charter
Revision Advisory Committee. At the last Council meeting, there was a discussion about whether to bundle
the questions, with the Town Solicitor condensing them into five questions.

Question 1 had 10 subparts and regarded the removal or insertion of words, terms, and/or phrases to remove
scrivener's errors and/or clarify correct word usage, terms, and phrases, and clean up language used. The
removal of "Providence Plantations" from the name of the State of Rhode Island was also included.

Attorney Ruggiero noted that the questions had not yet been written and that Ms. Weinreich was still
awaiting confirmation of the amount of available space the questions could take up on the ballot.

Ms. Van Slyke requested combining Question 5 into Question 1, as it also related to cleaning up language.
She also suggested switching the order of the questions on the ballot. There were no objections to including
Question 5 with Question 1.

There were no comments on Question 2 regarding the amendment to the Town Charter that requires
advertising the full text of proposed ordinances.

Question 3 concerned the Town Charter amendment in the finance section regarding small purchase
amounts, proposing to allow them to be increased or decreased annually at the same rate as the Boston
Regional Consumer Price Index.

Ms. Van Slyke noted she had been told the base amount of $3,000 was not a problem for the Town and she
had no objections.

Question 4 concerned amending the Town Charter to reduce the Planning Commission's six-year staggered
terms to four-year staggered terms. Attorney Ruggiero confirmed the wording was now consistent with the
current terms of office from the last election. He included the provision that it was subject to approval by
the General Assembly and by local referendum.

Ms. Van Slyke objected to asking voters to consider and approve something that put the Town out of
compliance with State law. Ms. Carney noted they were currently out of compliance with State law as the
only Town with an elected Planning Commission. Ms. Van Slyke clarified that the Town was in compliance,
as the original election of the Planning Commission was ratified by the General Assembly in 1980. Ms.
Carney noted that Attorney Ruggiero had earlier stated that the ballot question would include a provision
stating that it was subject to approval by the General Assembly, thereby bringing the Town into compliance
with State law.

Ms. Carney noted that the reason this particular question had been posed again was that in the previous vote
two years ago, the question had only failed by a small margin of less than 20 votes.

Frances Topping addressed the Council, expressing concern that the change from six years to four years
was buried by the issue of removing the word “compensation” from the heading and whether they should
be labeled separately and reordered.



Ruth Platner of Maize Drive addressed the Council, questioning the striking of the word “compensation”
from the heading and its replacement with “composition”. Mr. Marr noted that during the previous Council
discussion, it had been raised that the word was intended to be “composition”. There was disagreement over
the need to change the heading.

Lorna Persson of Nordic Trail addressed the Council, asking whether any consideration had been given to
switching to an appointed Planning Commission. Ms. Carney noted that the idea had not been well-received
the last time it was proposed, and it was unlikely the Council would consider changing at this point.

Attorney Ruggiero stated that he would combine and revise Questions 1 to include Question 5 as discussed.
By the next meeting, he hoped they could confirm the available space on the ballot to begin rewording the
questions. Ms. Weinreich confirmed that the canvassers need to certify the questions by August 8, 2026, so
the questions must be approved by then.

The Council consented to changing the question order and swapping Questions 1 and 4.

No action was taken, and the item will be placed on the following Town Council agenda.



1.

Charter Amendment Questions for

Consideration at a Public Hearing

Shall the Town Charter be amended
at Part 14, Commissions and Boards,
Article LIII, Planning Commission, §

C-172 Establishment and
organization;  compensation,  as
follows:

§ C-172  Establishment and
organization; compensation

composition.
A.There shall be a Planning

Commission composed of five (5)
members. They shall be elected at
large on a nonpartisan basis for terms
of six-(6)-years four (4) years, exeept
terms of two (2} members for two (2)
years, two (2) members for four (4)
vears and one (1) member for six (6)
ye&rs—respeetwel—y» after the effective

date of this provision, if approved by
the voters and ratified by the R.L
General Assembly in the formeof a
special-act;integrated, as follows: the
2028 election shall be for a term of
four (4) years forthe.one membership
setnto expire that year; the 2030
election shall be for a term of four (4)
years forthe two (2) memberships set
to_expire that year; and, the 2032
election shall be fora term of four (4)
years for the three (3) memberships
set to expire that year (this staggering
of terms establishes two (2)
memberships in one election and
three (3) memberships in the next
following election thereafter eligible
for election). In addition, there shall
be two (2) alternate members elected

for terms of two (2) years; and any
vacancy on the Commission shall be
filled by one (1) of the alternates until
the next general election. When an
alternate resigns or is appointed to fill
a vacancy on the Commission, the
Council may appoint a replacement
alternate to »serve until the next
generaldelection. All members shall
serve'until their respective successors
have been, clected. The Town
Administrator ‘and the Director of
Public Works shall serve as ex officio
members, and a member of the
Council may also ‘serve”as an ex
officiomember of this' Commission.

Explanation
[If approved, this amendment would delete

‘compensation’,.ahd insert in its place
‘composition’ in the title and amend the
member terms of election from six (6) years
to four (4) years creating staggered
replacements of two (2) members in one
election and three (3) members in the next
subsequent election, thereafter. For this
amendment to become effective voter
approval and ratification by the R.I. General
Assemble as a special act is required].

Yes O No O

2. Shall the Town Charter be amended
at Part 2, Town Council, Article IX,
Ordinances, § C-33, Introduction, to
be amended as follows: Every
proposed ordinance, other than an
emergency ordinance, shall be read a
first time by title and explained by its
sponsor at the meeting at which it is
to be introduced. An affirmative vote
of three (3) of the members of the


https://ecode360.com/12166157#12166157

Council shall be necessary for its
introduction. A date shall be set for a
hearing on the proposed ordinance.
At least seven (7) calendar days prior

to the hearing, the—propesed

havi 1.f - o
the-tewn a summary of the proposed
ordinance, including a description of
the matter under consideration and
the intent and effect of the proposed
ordinance, shall be published in a
newspaper of general circulation
within the Town, with the full text of
the proposed ordinance made
available on the Town’s official
website. The summary shall include
directions on where to locate the
proposed ordinance. With respect to
zoning ordinances or amendments
thereto, all notice and hearing
requirements shall be conducted in
strict compliance with-R.l. Gen. Laws
§ 45-24-53, as<amended.. Nothing
herein shall bé construed to limit or
supersede any applicable requirement
of state law.

Explanation
[If approved, this amendment will remove the

requirement to publish in the newspaper the
entire proposed ordinance, and 4n the
alternative allowsa summary of the proposed
ordinance to be published in the newspaper
of general circulation within the Town,
provided that the full text of the proposed
ordinance is available to view on the Town’s
web site. ]

Yes O No O

3. Shall the Town Charter be amended
at Part 6 Finance, Article XXVII
Purchasing, § C-103, Policy,
Paragraph C, For construction
purchases and Paragraph D, For all
other purchases, New Sub-Paragraph
(iv) in each sub-section to allow small
purchases.amounts to be increased or
decreased annually at the same rate as
the Boston Regional Consumer Price
Index. The provision would be added
by inserting the following language as
follows: In C. and D. (iv) These stated
purchase limits shall.be increased or
decreased annually hereafter at the
same rate as the Boston Regional
Consumer Price Index, as per R.L
Gen. Law §45-55-9, as amended.

Explanation
[If .approved, this amendment would allow

small purchasés amounts to be increased or
decreased annually at the same rate as the
Boston Regional Consumer Price Index.]

Yes O No O

4. Shall the Town Charter be revised in
the following Sections to remove
and/or insert words, terms, and/or
phrases to remove scrivener’s errors
and/or clarify, correct word usage,
terms, and phrases:

a. Preamble, be amended to remove
the words “and Providence
Plantations” from the name of the
State of Rhode Island, to conform
to the amendment of the Rhode
Island Constitution in November
2020?



b. Part 1, Establishment of Town;

Effect of Charter, Article V, Real
and Personal Property Held by
Town, § C-16 Granting Use of
Property; regulation for use: to
insert the words “or designated
official” to make the provision
language consistent throughout
the paragraph. The words “or
designated official” would be
inserted as follows: The Council
by ordinance or by general or
special rule may from time to time
authorize, or grant any elected or
appointed official, commission,
committee or board of the town
power to authorize, such
incidental use of the real_and
personal property of the town for
conventions, tournaments,
performances, meetings and other
business, social and recreational
events as has been-granted in the
past or may hereafter be desirable,
and as may reasonably contribute
to the “public wuse, service or
welfare of the people, and which
thew " Council, or . designated
official, or other town body finds
will not interfere with, any
essential business or function of
the. government "for which that
property may be held. The
Couneily or designated official or
other town body under authority
of the Couneil, may from time to
time grant/or retain priorities in
use for inhabitants of the town or
for certain organizations or public
uses, may establish rules and
regulations and fix charges for the
various use and users or, subject
to any expenses being within an

appropriation of the Financial
Referendum, may omit the charge
for such use; provided, however,
that no use shall be granted for
purely private purposes without
charge.

Part 3, Administrator, Article X,
Appointment and Qualifications,
§ C-41 Appointment; term,
Paragraph (c), to insert the word
“of” to resolve a scrivener’s
drafting error? The word “of”
would be inserted.as follows: If a
majority of the Council decide
during the term of the
probationary period that the
Administrator should not be
retained for any reason, the
Administrator shall be paid three
(3) months pay and benefits and
the'amount of pay and benefits for
the balance of the probationary
period under the terms of his
hiring, but no more than a total of
six (6) months of pay and
benefits.



d. Part 3, Administrator, Article

X1V, Acting Administrator, § C-
46 Appointment for temporary
absences, to insert the word “to”
to resolve a scrivener’s drafting
error? The word “to” would be
inserted as follows: The Council
in the absence of the
Administrator for thirty (30) days
or less may designate any
appointed town official other than
a currently serving Council
member to perform the duties of
the Administrator. This
appointment is only applicable
when the absence is of a
temporary nature, i.e., vacation,
temporary disability, sickness or
to perform professional services
out of town for short periods of
time. A resolution shall be
adopted to provide for the
appointment of=pan  Acting
Administrator in the event of a
temporary; unscheduled absence
of the Administrator.

Part 5; Axticle XVIIL Clerk and
Deputy Clerk.§ C-51, Paragraph
A, to insert a comma “,” after the
word interviews \to resolve a
scrivener’s drafting errot? The
comma “,” would be inserted as
follows: The Town Administrator
and a search committee composed
by the Town Administrator, shall
review the qualifications, conduct
interviews, obtain the appropriate
reference checks and forward to
the Council all resumes and
references if requested by any
Council member. Additionally,
the same text and missing comma

with regard to the Treasurer
appears in § C-56; with regard to
the Tax Collector in § C-59; with
regard to the Tax Assessor in § C-
64, Subsection A; with regard to
the Director of Public Works in §
C-105, Subsection A; with regard
to the Building Inspector in § C-
1125'with regard to the Director of
Parks and Recreation in § C-125;
and with regard to the Town
Planner m § C-129, Subsection A.

Part 5, Article XIX Duties of
Clerk, § C-53 Enumeration,
Paragraph I, to insert the word
“of” to resolve a scrivener’s
drafting error? The word “of”
would be inserted as follows:
Perform‘such other duties as may
be prescribed by this Charter, the
Council, the Administrator or by
ordinance, or in accordance with
the provisions of the General and
Special Laws of the State of
Rhode Island pertaining to Town
Clerks now or later in effect.

Part 6 Finance, Article XXIII Tax
Assessment, § C-65, Duties of
Tax Assessor, to insert the word
“in” to resolve a scrivener’s
drafting error? The word “in”
would be inserted as follows: The
Assessor shall be responsible for
the fixing of an assessed
valuation, for purposes of
taxation, on all taxable real estate
and personal property, an excise
value on motor vehicles, and for
the preparation of an assessment
roll and a tax roll for the town in



the manner provided by law and
ordinance.

. Part 8, Inspectors, Article XXXII
Function of Building
Inspector/Zoning Official, § C-
115, Powers and Duties, Sub-
Paragraph F to delete a comma “,”
between the words ‘Housing’ and
‘Maintenance’ resolve a
scrivener’s drafting error? The
comma “,” would be deleted as
follows: Serve as Minimum
Housing Inspector and be vested
with all the powers and authority
prescribed by the Rhode Island
Housing; ~ Maintenance  and
Occupancy Code.

Part 6 Finance, Article XXVIL
Purchasing, § C-103, Policy,
Paragraph C, For -construction
purchases, Sub-Paragraph (ii) to
clarify the Policy.in:the event that
a proposed purchase is exactly
$10,000.00? The * provision
would be amended by inserting
the following “language... as
follows:(ii) For amounts which
arc greater than three thousand
dollars ($3,000) but less—+than do
not exceed ten thousand ‘dollars
($10,000), the purchase shall be
considered a small purchase and
approved by the purchasing agent
only after three written quotes
have been obtained by the Town
department’ and/or  division
seeking the purchase.

Part 6 Finance, Article XXVII
Purchasing, § C-103, Policy,
Paragraph D, For all other
purchases, Sub-Paragraph (ii) to

clarify the Policy in the event that
a proposed purchase is exactly
$5,000.00? The provision would
be amended by inserting the
following language as follows:
For amounts which are greater
than three thousand ($3,000) but
less—tham, do not exceed five
thousand dollars ($5,000), the
purchase shall be considered a
small purchase and approved by
the purchasing agent only after
three written 'quotes have been
obtained by the Town department
and/or division seeking the
purchase.

Shall the Town Charter be
amended at Part 14, Commissions
and Boards, Article LIII, Planning
Commission, § C-174, Powers
and duties, at E. to remove the
requirement to provide a report
with the Rhode Island
Development Council as that
entity is no longer in existence?

Yes O No O



State of Rhode Island
Department of State | Elections Division

Gregg M. Amore, Secretary of State
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2024 Local Ballot Questions

To be submitted to the Department of State’s Elections Division (148 West River St., Providence, RI 02904) no later than
4:00 PM on Wednesday, August 5, 2026.

City/Town:

Number of local questions:

Please attach the complete referenda/questions with this form, including the descriptive heading, authorization, and
text of each question as indicated in the Rule and Regulations adopted January 1, 1998, as amended. The order in which
referenda/questions are listed will be the order in which they will appear on the ballot.

We ask that you also email the questions in a word document to elections@sos.ri.gov.
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Board of Canvassers Certification:

We hereby certify the following LIST OF LOCAL QUESTIONS to be voted for at the General Election to be held on
November 3, 2026.

Date

Signature

Signature

Signature

148 W. River Street, Providence, Rl 02904-2615
Phone: 401-222-2340 | Fax: 401-222-1444 | elections@s0s.ri.gov | www.s0s.ri.gov



Local Question

8. FINANCE THE DESIGN,
ENGINEERING AND
CONSTRUCTION OF CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS
$17,000,000

(Chapters 239 and 280 - Public Laws
20186)

Shall an act, passed at the 2016
session af the General Assembly,
entitled "An act authorizing the Town
of Bristol to finance the design,
engineering and construction of
capital improvement projects
including, without limitation, drainage
projects, road and sidewalk repairs
and improvements, additions and
renovations to public buildings and
town-owned marina, acquisition of
open space, and the acquiring of
equipment in connection therewith by
issuance of not more than
$17,000,000 bonds therefor' be
approved?

> Approve
> Reject

Questions 9 - 27
Amendments to the Warren
Home Rule Charter

(Resolution of the Town Council
adopted July 20, 2016)

9. CHARTER AMENDMENT RE:
COUNCIL TERMS

(Art. Xlll, Sec. 8 of R.l. Constitution)
Shall article Il of the Town Charter
be amended so that Town Council
members shall serve four year
staggered terms?

< Approve
> Reject

Below is a sample local question. Please review your local charter, as it may include specific provisions for how
your local questions are placed on the ballot.

Descriptive Heading (All caps and bold)

Authorization. If it was an act passed by the General
Assembly please include the Public Law chapters. If
it’s a charter amendment, please include the date
your Council approved the proposed amendment be
placed on the ballot.

Text of question. No quotation marks and sentence
case. If your charter requires it, please include the
full text of the proposed amendments with the
markups or any other explanations that may be
required.
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Please indicate the vote choice for the question.
Yes/No, Approve/Reject, etc.

If you have multiple amendments, you can place a
header at the start of the amendment questions.
Please include the dates your Council approved the
proposed amendments be placed on the ballot.

11

Refer to your charter for any special requirements
when placing a proposed charter amendment on the
ballot.

If your charter requires it, please include the full text
of the proposed amendments with the markups or
any other explanations that may be required.
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