
Information to address the critical concern and urgent need for repair and dredging of 
the Charlestown Breachway. 
 
This issue is of paramount importance for several reasons: 
 
1. **Safety of Boaters**: The current shallow depths of the Charlestown Breachway 
make navigation extremely dangerous. Boaters face an increased risk of accidents and 
grounding incidents, which could result in serious injuries or worse. Addressing this 
problem promptly will help prevent potential tragedies and ensure safer waterways for 
all. 
 
2. **Economic Impact on Oyster Farmers**: The livelihood of oyster farmers in the area 
is at risk due to reduced water flow caused by the shallow depths. Ninigret Pond is 
responsible for nearly half of Rhode Island's oyster production. Adequate water 
circulation is essential for their operations. Failure to address this issue could lead to 
significant economic losses for these farmers and the local economy that relies on their 
production. 
 
3. **Support for Local Businesses and Marinas**: The shallow conditions negatively 
impact marinas and businesses that depend on recreational boating and tourism. 
Decreased accessibility and potential vessel damage threaten their sustainability. 
Repairing and dredging the breachway will support these businesses, safeguarding jobs 
and economic activity in our community. 
 
4. **Impact on the Marine Ecosystem**: The reduced tidal flow due to the shallow 
depths of the breachway will have severe consequences for the marine ecosystem of 
Charlestown Pond. Healthy tidal flow is essential for maintaining water quality, 
distributing nutrients, and supporting diverse marine life. Without proper circulation, the 
pond could suffer from increased algal blooms, decreased oxygen levels, and a decline 
in the populations of fish, shellfish, and other marine species. This ecological imbalance 
will not only harm wildlife but also affect the broader environmental health of our region. 
 
The Charlestown Breachway is a crucial resource that supports both commercial and 
recreational activities, contributing significantly to Rhode Island's economy and cultural 
heritage. By writing to the Governor's Office, we can collectively emphasize the need for 
immediate action and the allocation of necessary funds and resources to address this 
urgent matter. 
 
Let's come together to ensure the safety of our waterways, the sustainability of our local 
businesses, and the health of our marine ecosystem. Your voice can make a difference. 
Below, you'll find the link to send the Governor's Office a message.  
 
Sincerely, 


