Town of Charlestown
Coastal Ponds Management Commission
April 3rd, 2023 Minutes

Present: Chairman Lyons, Chief of Police Michael Paliotta, Harbormaster Toscano, Asst.
Harbormaster Ted Laquidora, Councilor Carney, Rlch Thomsen, Bill Wilson, Griff Trow, Rob
Krause, and Bruce Loeckler.

Meeting was called to order
Minutes of March meeting were approved (Wilson moved, Thomsen second)

Harbormaster Report:
- Busy time of year, renewals being processed
- 15 open moorings awarding to the waiting list
- Buoys/new are in channels and fairways
- Boston Whaler is being evaluated by Andy Cook to see if worth hanging on to
- H.M. is looking at rigid hull inflatable vessels to replace the whaler
- Online mooring has notified the H.M. that rates will be going up in 2024

Old Business: Committee Report:
-Future H.M. patrol boat, thinking a 22 ft. or 23 ft. vessel would be appropriate, plenty
of storage for safety equipment is necessary
-New vessel will be stationed in Ninigret Pond, and Pioneer will be located in Quonnie
Pond
-Discussion with DEM and town constitutes believe a pump out vessel isn’t necessary
-purchase price for vessel approximately $100,000.00

Dune Resiliency Plan:

-Commission viewed a drone video provide by Ocean House Marina President John
Lyons of the navigation channel from the breach way traveling north to the old barge
wreck located south of the sand bar. Great footage of the barge shifting

-On March 29th, staff from Save the Bay and Commission members transplanted
marsh grass/dune grass west of the Charlestown Breachway

-Drone video shows sand movement during storms heading north along side of western
edge of the charlestown breakaway

-The commission along with Steve McAndless are hoping to establish a group effort

with volunteers for a marsh clean up and marsh grass transplant west of the

Charlestown Breachway

Mooring Field Capacities:
-Rob Lyons contacted Neil Personius from Rl DEM Water Resources; great discussion
about total number of moorings allowed in the mooring fields
-A meeting scheduled for April 11th should shed light on the ability to expand/add
number of moorings to the mooring fields
-H.M. and the commission will attempt to add the total number of vessels on moorings,
and total docks on each body of water
-CPMC needs all information available to make a decision with DEM for additional
moorings added to the two coastal ponds

Rl SPEP - DEM Project
-75 people attended the workshop at the URI Bay Campus. Eric Schneider ran the
workshop. The goal is to help provide shellfish stock enhancement through restoration
efforts for the public



Town of Charlestown
Coastal Ponds Management Commission
April 3rd, 2023 Minutes

New Business:
-Town Dock Modification:
Discussion to expand the float size to accommodate an
additional vessel without blocking public access

-Dredge Permit Application:
Steve McAndless, an employee from the Town of Charlestown is trying to re-
apply for the renewal of the 10 year dredge permit that recently expired

-Motion to adjourn from Griff Trow, 2nd Bill Wilson



