
Coastal Ponds Management Commission 

February 5, 2024 

 

Present: Chm. Lyons, Rich Thomsen, Rob Krauss, Griff Trow, Lynne McAlister, 
Councilor Carney, Chief Paliota, HM. Toscano, Ass’t. HM Fleck and Art Ganz 

(absent Bill Wilson) 

Also present: Rep. Spears, Senator Gu, Steve McCandless, CRMC Director Willis 
and members of the community 

Presenta�on on the status of the Breachway 

Steve McCandless presented the history of and present condi�on of the 
breachway.  The breachway walls were constructed 75 years ago with litle 
maintenance since.  Since Hurricane Sandy the dune on the western side of the 
breachway washed away and over-wash has occurred during storms and king �des 
ever since.  This has been exacerbated during three recent storms in December 
and January.  The result being shoaling of the breachway channel.  Charlestown 
has received a municipal resiliency grant for planning and permi�ng a solu�on to 
the problem.   The solu�on will be in three phases 1) post the area to stop 
vehicles  2) restore the dune using sand barrier coirs followed by vegeta�ve 
plan�ng  3) Rebuild the seawall along the west side of the channel and back fill 
using dredge material.   

Presenta�on by Representa�ve Spears  

Rep. Spears and Sen. Gu will introduce bills en�tled “Acts on Coasts-Coastal 
Resiliency”  which will create a Chief Resiliency Officer and an office to develop a 
state resiliency plan in conjunc�on with CRMC, DEM, EC4 and RIEMA.  They will 
create long and short-term plans for infrastructure and policy to address sea level 
rise and other climate change issues. 

The mee�ng was recessed and a business mee�ng convened 

Monthly Commission Mee�ng 

The mee�ng was called to order 



Minutes of December mee�ng were approved (mo�on Trow, second Krauss) 

Financial report: (writen report) 

Harbormaster report: 

• Mooring renewals being processed 
• Repairs to town dock ramp to be included with the scheduled repairs 

Patrol Boat replacement:  (Chm. Lyons excused himself) Vice Chair Rob Krauss 
moderated the mee�ng 

Harbor Vessel Replacement subcommitee chair Trow presented the 
subcommitee recommenda�on for the boat replacement.  A�er inves�ga�ng 
op�ons of a RIB inflatable vs. a fixed hull and the du�es the boat will be required 
to perform, the commitee recommends the acquisi�on of a properly equipped 
21’ Mari�me Patriot or similar vessel.   

The mo�on was made (mo�on Ganz, second Trow)  and carried unanimously to 
recommend to the Town Council and Budget Commission to include up to 
$120,000 in the FY24-25 budget for the purchase of a patrol vessel, including 
determina�on of the appropriate budget line item. 

Mooring field capaci�es:   

•  Calcula�ons are being made to project the need for expanding moorings in 
the two ponds. 

Breachway project: 

Mo�on was made (mo�on Ganz, second Krauss) and passed to allocate the local 
match funds for the municipal resiliency grant from the ponds and breachway 
fund. 

Resigna�on of Bruce Loeckler was accepted, the Town Council will adver�se for a 
replacement 

The mee�ng was adjourned 

 

 



 


