
Coastal Ponds Management Commission 

Charlestown Police Station 

November 4, 2024 

Present:  Chm. Lyons, Rich Thomsen, Grif Trow, Rob Krause, Joe 
Catalano and Art Ganz 

Absent:  Sean Carpenter 

Also: Deb Carney, Steve McCandless, Chief Paliotta and Sgt. Campbell 

Meeting was called to order by Chm. Lyons at 7 pm 

Minutes of the October meeting were approved unanimously  (motion 
Thomsen, second Trow) 

Financial report (written) 

• Accounts were listed, but not clarified 
• We will request the Treasurer attend our next meeting  

Harbormaster report 

• 20 harbormaster candidates applied 
• Resumes have been sent to the review committee 
• Interviews will be scheduled 
• Policy on mooring requests by pond front owners without a 

dwelling, needs to be clarified 
• Interpretation of how the mooring waiting list addresses matching 

the mooring field request with the boat owners if the location 
does not fit the needs of the boater 

• New patrol boat has been delivered and is being rigged 

 

 



 

Breachway repair 

• Stake holder presentation went well 130 attended 
• Short-term fix is completed 
• Additional rocks were needed to firm up the existing base 
• Base of the wall will be needed for the full repair 
• Evidence shows that the repair is working 
• DEM has pledged to submit a budget request for breachway wall 

maintenance.  This must be followed up through the legislative 
process, as was done for CRMC budget requests. 

New Business 

CRMC dock application 

• Dock modification at Sea-Lea Colony 
o The commission does not consider the alteration significant 

and offers no objection 

Harbor Management Plan Action Items 

• The commission discussed and will continue to discuss the items 
listed and how they are addressed will be addressed 

• Water Quality and Access sections were discussed 
o Water quality monitoring is done regularly by Salt Ponds 

Coalition and DEM 
o Addressing point discharge on town roads etc. falls under 

DPW and Wastewater Management, state roads are under 
state control 

o The commission has reviewed the access locations and 
rights-of-way and little can be done to expand access 



o Launch areas at private marinas and the breachways remain 
as the only suitable locations.  Parking at all launch areas is 
problematic. 
 

o DEM plans to improve the breachway launch ramps with no 
additional parking 

 
o Discussion will continue 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm 


