
Charlestown Coastal Ponds Management Commission 

Police Station Community Room  

August 5, 2024 

Present:  Chm. Lyons, Rob Krauss, Rich Thomsen, Griff Trow, Joe Catalano, Art Ganz, Chief 
Palliota, HM Toscano, Rep. Spears, Councilor Carney, and Ass’t HM Kells 

Meeting was called to order at 7:35 pm 

Members of the Commission were identified to the public in attendance 

Motion/Lyons, second/Thomsen to adjust the agenda to discuss Breachway issues as a courtesy 
to the public. Motion was unanimously approved. 

Breachway Resiliency 

Chm. Lyons outlined the issue. While progress is underway with planning and public outreach, a 
solution is a long way off.  As conditions worsen, a suggestion was made to find a temporary fix.  
RIEMA will visit the site to discuss sand-bagging.   Rep. Spears is planning a meeting with DEM 
&CRMC to coordinate support.  CRMC has jurisdiction over the state waters and DEM owns the 
property, technically it is their problem to solve.  Our local funds are to provide match.  Senators 
Reed and Whitehouse are seeking federal funds.   

Business Meeting 

Minutes of June 3, were approved (motion/Thomsen, second/ Krauss). . Motion was 
unanimously approved. 

 

Financial report: (written) 

• Revenue exceeds expenses 
• Trow requested a trends analysis of our finances 

 

Harbormaster report: (written) 

• Thirty mooring permits were issued from the waiting list 
• Mooring renewals are complete except for a few awaiting inspections 
• Patrol boats operating well and patrols are very active due to Breachway issues and 

more boats staying in the pond.  More boats in Quonnie this year. 
• Boating safety course will be held October 12 
• New patrol boat is under construction 
• USCG Auxiliary evaluated the buoys in Quonnie, some adjustments are needed.  Chief 

Palliota will work with them to have a more formal working arrangement. 



• A debris clean-up is needed, possible work day planned 

New Business – Town Ordinance review 

All town ordinances are being reviewed for consistence and compliance. 

The Commission began discussion on the sections relating to Coastal Ponds Management.  Each 
section was discussed, recommendations and verbiage will be compiled and formalized at the 
September meeting. 

Meeting was adjourned at 9: 10 pm 

 

 


