
Town of Charlestown 
Salt Ponds Management Commission 

August 2, 2021 
 

Present: Rob Krause, Steve Williams, Bill Wilson, Mike Roy, Rich Thomsen, Lynn 
Macalister, Councilor Deb Carney and Art Ganz (Chairman Lyons excused due to 
illness) 
 
Meeting called to order by Rob Krause at 7:30 pm 
A quorum was present 
Minutes of May 3, 2021 were approved (one abstention) 
 
Harbormaster Report: 

• Financial report (written) 
• Request for additional staff (written) 

o Councilor Carney reported that three deputies were already appointed by 
Town Council, and she would follow up with the Town Administrator 

 
Old Business 

 
Mooring Field Modifications: (Councilor Carney excused) 
Request to revise Field 2-9 Arnolda Boat Cove: 

• The original field was 1 acre to accommodate 6 moorings. Revised plan for 
0.43 acres would accommodate only the two moorings already in place, with 
no opportunity for additional moorings 

• The Commission requested that the proposed field be expanded to 
accommodate at least 4 moorings. 

 
Modification of Field 2-4 Ninigret Landing / Powaget Park: 
(not properly noticed, for discussion only) 

• The proposed field was modified to adjust for a 300-foot exclusion zone in 
front of Powaget Park 

• The adjusted field will not accommodate the existing moorings currently in 
placed 

• CRMC needs to verify if the 300 foot set back off Powaget Park is required 
• Field dimensions need to be adjusted accordingly 

 
Right of Way Subcommittee: 

• The subcommittee has not met recently, in anticipation of funding for a 
planning study for improvement of two town accesses 

• It does not appear that the funding was included in this year’s budget 
• Discussions are underway to negotiate ocean access over Charlestown Land 

Trust property 
 
 
 



Pond Cleanup: 
• Program was successful and volunteers removed several truck loads of debris 

from Ninigret Pond 
New Business 

 
Maintenance Dredging of Charlestown Breachway Channel: 
• Shoaling has reduced passage and flow through a section of the channel 
• Since Brennan Dredge Company will be working on Winnapaug Pond it was 

hoped to have them maintain the channel 
• It is the opinion that bringing Brennan over, still would not be cost effective at 

this time 
• Alternative steps are needed- will require modification to the CRMC 

maintenance permit 
o Dredging the ebb channel with an excavator  
o Jetting the channel at an outgoing tide 
o Disposal of dredged material solution also needed 

 
Illegal Dumping at 27 Stumpy Point Lane: 

• Complaints were submitted to CRMC 
• Status of a cease and desist order is unknown at this time, follow up with 

CRMC is needed 
• Commission request that the harbormaster maintain surveillance on activity 

there. 
 
No public comments 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm 
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