
Town of Charlestown 

Coastal Ponds Management Commission 

Police Station 

May 5, 2025 

Present: Chm. Lyons, Sean Carpenter, Joe Catalano, Rich Thomsen. Griff Trow, and 
Art Ganz.  Also Chief Paliotta, HM Casey and Ass’t. HM Orifice 

Absent: Rob Krauss 

Meeting was called to order at 7 :02 pm 

Minutes of April 7 were approved unanimously (Griff moved, Rich second) 

Financial report (written) 

• It was recommended that account 7041 which pays no interest should be 
paired account 1320 an interest-bearing account.  Motion passed 
unanimously (Griff moved, Sean  second) 

Harbormaster Report: 

• James Orifice was introduced, as Ass’t. HM as the hiring process proceeds. 
• 300 or so moorings have been renewed 
• Navigation markers have been placed on station 
• New patrol boat is finished pending new electronics 
• Tri-State Dive Service 

o Town should be named as additional insured on their policy 
• Paul has been certified as an instructor for the boating safety class 

Breachway Restoration 

• Steve McCandless has applied for funding, awaiting the results of the state 
budget passage in July 

• Channel depth seems to be improved, new navigation markers in place 

 



 

Harbor Management Plan revision 

• Subcommittee members have been assigned sections within their purview 
to update 

• Matt Dowling will re-write the water quality section 
• Steve has completed the breachway and barrier beach sections and will re-

write the new plan once assignments are completed 
• Town ordinances in the appendices will remain unchanged but will have a 

reference as to where to find specific ordinances 
• One-time mooring transfers within families will cease by 2026 
• How to address moorings in eelgrass beds in the plan was discussed 

Meeting adjourned at 8pm. 

 

  


