Town of Charlestown
Coastal Ponds Management Commission
Police Station 4901 Old Post Road
November 1, 2021

Present: Rob Krause, Steve Williams, Bill Wilson, Rich Thomsen, Lynn Macalister, Councilor Deb Carney,

Harbormaster Tom Toscano and Art Ganz

Also present: Al Ingulli

Absent: Rob Lyons & Mike Roy

Meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by Art Ganz, Acting Chair

A quorum was present

Minutes of October 4 were unanimously approved as written

Harbormaster report:
. Financial report (written)

Patrol boats hauled and winterized

Staffing shortfall was discussed

Staff job requirements and needs for 2022 will be further discussed over the winter

Complaint by a resident was discussed

o Town Dock use by transients loading and unloading is permitted, but commercial use (abuse) is not
allowed

o Solution to long term parking at the end of Town Dock Road was discussed, short term signage would be
needed

Old Business

Mooring field modifications:

Draft Public Notice by the Town Clerk was presented and discussed. The Commission moved and unanimously passed
a recommendation of passage of the amendment of Section 96-5 (j) “No mooring field shall be sited where it may
substantially interfere with access to designated shellfish closure areas, traditional fishing grounds, as defined by the
CRMC, public recreational areas and conservation areas. Buffer areas shall be provided when determined appropriate that
provide sufficient separation to protect research reserves, marine protected areas, conservation areas, coastal habitat
restoration sites and submerged aquatic vegetation of concern to CRMC.”

Rights of Way subcommittee report:
$15,000 has been allocated for engineering and planning for three studies
Four projects to improve public access are recommended:

1 Launch ramp parking at Charlestown Beach

2 Lots (9-317,318,319,320) adjacent to Creek Bridge, Charlestown Beach Road

3 Parking and drainage improvements at the Town Dock

4 Possible negotiation with Charlestown Land Trust for passage over lots 1-22 & 230 West Beach Road

A representative of the Charlestown Land Trust will attend the next subcommittee meeting on November 10 (10 am at
Town Hall)

New Business

Al Ingulli made a presentation about the excessive damage being done by cormorants. The cormorant population has
exploded over the past 40 years to the extent that they pose potential illness to humans, excessive nutrient and
bacterial levels and significant impact on juvenile fish populations. The USFWS has now issued control permits to
state agencies. The Commission will request that a representative of the DEM Division of Fish & Wildlife attend our
next meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 9 pm: Next meeting December 6.
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