
CHARLESTOWN 250TH COMMITTEE 
Thursday, April 23, 2026 

 
 
Meeting minutes of the Charlestown 250th Committee held on Thursday, April 23, 2026 
at the Charlestown Town Hall, 4540 South County Trail, Charlestown, RI  02813 
 
The meeting was called to order by Phil Gingerella, Chair. 
 
In attendance were Charlestown voting committee members: Deb Carney, Phil Gingerella, 
David Monahan, Megan Pharo, Terri Shafer, and Peter Slom 
Absent Members: Patrice Fenton, Dana Hall, Pam Lyons, 
Present Non-Voting members: Vicky Hilton, Charlestown Parks & Recreation Director; Heather 
Paliotta, Executive Director Charlestown Chamber of Commerce 
Guests: Joan Twardy, Bikeway Committee; Cathy Soloman, League of Women Voters 
 
MOTION BY Deb Carney, SECOND BY Peter Slom TO APPROVE THE MEETING MINUTES FROM 
March 26, 2026 
Vote 6-0. IN FAVOR: CARNEY, GINGERELLA, MONAHAN, PHARO, SHAFER, SLOM 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
CHAIRMAN REPORT:  
Chair Gingerella reported on the following: 
 

1) To date, approximately 50 people have signed up for the kid’s play on May 1, 2026 
2) To date, approximately 10 people have signed up for the historical bike ride. 
3) The wife of the last Base Commander at the Ninigret Naval Landing field donated the 

flag that flew when the base was decommissioned. 
4) He ordered two large banners for the Memorial Day Parade float.  He will need 

volunteers to help decorate the float 
 
 
Subcommittee Reports: 

1) Monahan reported that the Cross Mils Fire Station will be open during the Bike Ride in 
May.  Joan Twardy asked if the road would be swept prior to the historical Bike Ride on 
May 16, 2026.  Gingerella will contact the state.  Shafer noted people were interested in 
the ride but could not attend on May 16th and asked if the historical information could 
be made available for those that could not attend.  Twardy stated that could be done. 

2) Carney reported the Commemorative Coins have been ordered and we have received 
tracking information.   

3) Pharo is getting a quote for the stage for the July 9, 2026 music/ food trucks / and 
fireworks event 

4) Pharo is investigating time capsule options 
 



 
New Business – The next meeting is scheduled for May 28th, which is after the parade.  The 
committee discussed having the May meeting on Monday, May 18th.  Gingerella will contact the 
Town Clerk to change the meeting date. 
 
Public Comment – Cathy Soloman from the League of Women Voters asked about the 
possibility of setting up an informational booth about the League at some of the Town’s 250 
events.  The committee will consider and discuss at next months meeting. 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN by Deb Carney, SECOND by Peter Slom.  
Vote 6-0.  IN FAVOR: CARNEY, GINGERELLA, MONAHAN, PHARO, SHAFER and SLOM. 
MOTION CARRIED. Meeting adjourned at 5:03 pm 
 
Submitted by, 
Deb Carney, Secretary 
Charlestown 250th Committee 

 


