
Charlestown Climate Resiliency Commission 
     ​ 05/14/2026 Regular Meeting 

 
 

1.​ Call to Order: 5:02 pm  M. Viola - Chair 
2.​ Roll Call: Mike Viola, Sara Racine, Mary Owens, Salli Frattini, Stephanie Habib 
3.​ Approval of April Minutes - motion passed by S. Racine, S. Frattini 
4.​ Public Communications: Mary Owens to attend NOAA Communications meeting, 

Building Risk Communication Skills 
5.​ Earth Day Recap: CCRC Tent positive feedback.  Banner and materials were good and 

ready for next time. . Materials handed out will be available on Town Website under 
CCRC.  

6.​ Commission Outreach:  Strategize communication to the general public about resources.  
-​ Town Website & how the information is shared? 
-​ Meet with Town Mgr. and IT to discuss public outreach for speakers 
-​ Come up with List of like-minded organizations & send PR notice of speakers  
7.​ Fire Signs there are 2 located in Dunns Corner, Charlestown Fire Department .  Fire 

Chief if asking for more signs from the CCRC.  Need a budget from Cyrus & discuss 
more.  

8.​ Water Drought - Speaker for a public session for recommendations of how to manage 
water restrictions, private wells, and current drought conditions.   

-​ Consider getting public testimonials about water quality issues and share stories 
and solutions.  

9.​ Town Compost Launch - Discuss further with Town Manager date, details and public 
outreach.  

-​ Have buckets available at Transfer Station - branded with CCRC priced to sell ? 
-​ Food waste goes to Earth Care and Black Earth ? TBD Town 

 
10.​Upcoming Speakers - Fire & Safety, Coastal Resources (Emily Hall), Water & Flood 

(Matt Dowling) (TBD) 
11.​Commissioner Update: Mike was at RI Flood Mitigation, Emily Hall from CRMC talked 

about a pilot program, Dune restoration and the impact of the neighborhood.  
-​ What are our asks? Statewide Aquifer study ? 
-​ Suggestion to get other towns involved and other Climate committee’s 

 
 



12.​2026 Water Resources /Aquifers Research suggestions 
-​ Session 1 - Understand the current problem 
-​ Session 2 - What are the actions we can take, new water supply sources, zoning, town 

regulatory 
-​ Session 3 - Bring up to State level and what a study can look like and funding for action 

plan 
-​ Next Session Plan & come up with invites.  

 
13.​June Meeting: Fire Signage, Develop communications strategy, Map out stakeholders for 

Water Supply meeting, Invite Jeff Allen and talk Compost Plan 
 
Meeting Adjournment: 7:06 by M. Viola, 2nd by S. Frattini 
 
The next meeting is Thursday, June 11, 2026. 
  
Minutes submitted electronically by S. Frattini (Secretary) 
  

  
 
 


