Minutes Parks & Recreation Commission September 23, 2025

DRAFT MINUTES

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
Tuesday, September 23, 2025 @ 6:00 PM
Charlestown Town Hall, Council Chambers
4540 South County Trail, Charlestown, RI 02813

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was CALLED TO ORDER by Chairman Tedeschi at 6:00 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived
Gary Tedeschi Chair Present
Lauren Classey Commissioner Absent
Jill Marie Fonnemann Commissioner Present
Jodi Frank Commissioner Present
Kerry Gallup Commissioner Present
Joseph Geary Commissioner Absent
Frank Glista Commissioner Present
Julie Melvin Commissioner Present
Timothy Quillen Vice Chairman Present

Also present: Vicky Hilton, Parks & Recreation Director, and Craig Marr, Town Council Liaison

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS

4. COMMISSION COMMENTS
Commissioner Frank stated that the Charlestown Farm Day, on August 23, 2025, was a big
success, and they want to do it again next year.

5. TOWN COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT AND COMMENTS
Town Council Liaison Marr reported that the Town Council accepted the generous gifts from South County
Tourism, the beautification of Ninigret Park. Work has begun.

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Discussion and/or potential action and/or vote(s) concerning:
A. Parks & Recreation Meeting Minutes for July 29, 2025.

VOTE

Commissioner Frank made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Gallup, to approve the minutes
from the meeting on July 29, 2025. The motion was unanimously approved, with six (6) votes in
favor, two (2) absent, and one (1) abstaining.
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Result: Unanimous

Mover: Frank

Seconder: Gallup

Ayes: Fonnemann, Frank, Gallup, Glista, Melvin, Quillen
Absent: Classey, Geary

Abstain: Tedeschi

7. REPORTS- (NO VOTE NEEDED)
Director’s Report and Comments - September 2025

8. APPLICATIONS
Discussion and/or potential action and/or vote (s) concerning:

Discussion and Potential Action Regarding the Approval of the Following Events at Ninigret Park,
including recommendation to the Town Council to Waive §108-4 and §108-5 of the Charlestown Code of
Ordinances, Subject to Review of Contracts by the Town Solicitor, receipt of All Applicable Paperwork
and Insurance and that All Event Details Are Satisfactorily Met by the Parks and Recreation Director:

A. Event: Atlantis Rising International Sand Competition
Date: June 25, 26, 27, 2027
Camping: Yes
Insurance: $1 Million General Liability
Fee: $9,500

VOTE

A motion was made by Commissioner Quillen, seconded by Commissioner Glista, to secure the
dates of June 25, 26, and 27, 2027, for the Atlantis Rising International Sand Competition. The
motion was unanimously approved with seven (7) in favor and two (2) absent.

Result: Unanimous

Mover: Quillen

Seconder: Glista

Ayes: Tedeschi, Fonnemann, Frank, Gallup, Glista, Melvin, Quillen
Absent: Classey, Geary

Director Hilton stated that Louise Bishop from South County Tourism plans on making corrections to the
application and resubmitting at a later date.

Karen Jedson, representing South County Tourism, explained that the reason for the future date was for
marketing purposes.
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B. Event: Charlestown Chamber of Commerce Seafood Festival
Date: August 7, 8,9, 2026
Camping: Yes
Insurance: $1 Million General Liability
Fee: $10,000

Commissioner Frank expressed her opposition to the location of the Seafood Festival. She would like to see
the event off the criterium bike track.

Town Council Liaison Marr suggested that the Parks and Recreation Commission should determine the
location of events in the park.

Commissioner Glista stated that a year is not enough time to decide where the large events will relocate. He
also discussed how parking cars is an issue. This issue leads to a traffic problem for the entire area.

VOTE

A motion was made by Commissioner Quillen, seconded by Commissioner Frank, to continue the
application and make corrections where needed. The motion was unanimously approved with seven
(7) in favor and two (2) absent.

Result: Unanimous

Mover: Quillen

Seconder: Frank

Ayes: Tedeschi, Fonnemann, Frank, Gallup, Glista, Melvin, Quillen
Absent: Classey, Geary

C. Event: Greenpower Electric Car Performance Race
Date: October 22, 2025
Camping: No
Insurance: $1 Million General Liability
Fee: Waived

VOTE

A motion was made by Commissioner Glista, seconded by Commissioner Quillen, to approve the
application with the fee waived. The motion was unanimously approved with seven (7) in favor and
two (2) absent.

Result: Unanimous

Mover: Glista

Seconder: Quillen

Ayes: Tedeschi, Fonnemann, Frank, Gallup, Glista, Melvin, Quillen
Absent: Classey, Geary

D. Event: Wakefield Concert Band Concert
Date: Monday, July 20, 2026
Camping: No
Insurance: $1 Million General Liability
Fee: $50
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VOTE

A motion was made by Commissioner Glista, seconded by Commissioner Gallup, to approve the
application with the fee of $50. The motion was unanimously approved with seven (7) in favor and
two (2) absent.

Result: Unanimous

Mover: Glista

Seconder: Gallup

Ayes: Tedeschi, Fonnemann, Frank, Gallup, Glista, Melvin, Quillen
Absent: Classey, Geary

9. NEW BUSINESS
Discussion and/or potential action and/or vote (s) concerning:

A. Chariho Football Grant.
Director Hilton is looking for opinions on a Green Space Grant opportunity for Chariho
Football. Chariho Football put together a list of what they would like.

VOTE
A motion was made by Commissioner Quillen, seconded by Commissioner Melvin, to support the
Green Space Grant. The motion was unanimously approved with seven (7) in favor and two (2)
absent.

Result: Unanimous

Mover: Quillen

Seconder: Melvin

Ayes: Tedeschi, Fonnemann, Frank, Gallup, Glista, Melvin, Quillen
Absent: Classey, Geary

B. Topiary Garden in Ninigret Park.
Karen Jedson from South County Tourism would like to purchase topiary plants to
establish a topiary garden. Possibly plant them in the spring. The location of the plants
will be discussed with the Parks & Recreation Department.

VOTE

A motion was made by Commissioner Quillen, seconded by Commissioner Melvin, to accept the
plants to establish a topiary garden. The motion was unanimously approved with seven (7) in favor
and two (2) absent.

Result: Unanimous

Mover: Quillen

Seconder: Melvin

Ayes: Tedeschi, Fonnemann, Frank, Gallup, Glista, Melvin, Quillen
Absent: Classey, Geary
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C. Gillie & Marc Sculptures for Ninigret Park.
Karen Jedson, representing South County Tourism, has been offered, as a traveling
installation, two sculptures to be placed somewhere in South County. She thought
Ninigret Park would be a favorable location for the sculptures. The sculptures would
arrive on June 26, 2026.

VOTE

A motion was made by Commissioner Quillen, seconded by Commissioner Fonnemann, to accept
the Gillie & Marc Sculptures for Ninigret Park. The motion was unanimously approved with seven
(7) in favor and two (2) absent.

Result: Unanimous

Mover: Quillen

Seconder: Fonnemann

Ayes: Tedeschi, Fonnemann, Frank, Gallup, Glista, Melvin, Quillen
Absent: Classey, Geary

10. OLD BUSINESS
Discussion and/or potential action and/or vote (s) concerning:

A. Disc golf update.
Chairman Tedeschi stated that the disc golf course has been busy. There have been
two sanctioned tournaments, and they are planning another tournament in October.

B. Ninigret Park Community Center Subcommittee update.
Commissioner Quillen offered to clear invasives at the Town 55 area in Ninigret Park.
He plans to bring this idea to the next Town Council meeting and ask for approval.

VOTE

A motion was made by Commissioner Quillen, seconded by Commissioner Frank, to have Quillen
go before the Town Council and ask for approval to clear the invasives from the Town 55 area in
Ninigret Park. The motion was unanimously approved with seven (7) in favor and two (2) absent.

Result: Unanimous

Mover: Quillen

Seconder: Frank

Ayes: Tedeschi, Fonnemann, Frank, Gallup, Glista, Melvin, Quillen
Absent: Classey, Geary

C. Small/Large Event Application Form.
No new information.

D. Dog Park update.
Commissioner Quillen stated that he plans on meeting with the new Department of Public
Works Director, Mike DiCicco, and discussing a few issues.
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E. Chariho Girls Softball.
Director Hilton stated that she has reached out to them, and it seems that they are not
definitive as to what they want and where they want to be. She recommends grants that
can help them finance their expenses.

11. ADJOURNMENT
VOTE

A motion was made by Vice Chairman Quillen, and seconded by Commissioner Frank, to adjourn
the meeting. All were in favor. The meeting adjourned at 7:05 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Jill Cuddy
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