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AMENDED DRAFT MINUTES 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 

Tuesday, July 29, 2025 @ 6:00 PM 
Charlestown Town Hall, Council Chambers 

4540 South County Trail, Charlestown, RI  02813 
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The meeting was CALLED TO ORDER by Vice Chairman Quillen at 6:00 p.m. 
 

2.     ROLL CALL  
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Gary Tedeschi   Chair   Absent   
Lauren Classey  Commissioner  Present  
Jill Marie Fonnemann  Commissioner        Present  
Jodi Frank  Commissioner Present   
Kerry Gallup Commissioner Present  
Joseph Geary  Commissioner  Present  
Frank Glista  Commissioner   Present   
Julie Melvin  Commissioner Present     
Timothy Quillen  Vice Chairman  Present   

Also present: Vicky Hilton, Parks & Recreation Director, and Craig Marr, Town Council Liaison 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

4. COMMISSION COMMENTS  
Commissioner Frank stated that her organization is having a Charlestown Farm Day on August 
23, 2025. From 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM.  It is a self-guided tour of local farms, highlighting the 
dedication of local farmers and the importance of agriculture in Charlestown. 
 

5. TOWN COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT AND COMMENTS 
Town Council Liaison Marr had nothing to report. 
 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
Discussion and/or potential action and/or vote(s) concerning:  

A. Parks & Recreation Meeting Minutes for June 24, 2025. 
 

VOTE  
Commissioner Classey made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Frank, to approve the minutes 
from the meeting on June 24, 2025. The motion was unanimously approved, with six (6) votes in 
favor, one (1) absent, and two (2) abstaining. 
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Result: Unanimous 
Mover: Classey 
Seconder: Frank 
Ayes: Classey, Fonnemann, Frank, Glista, Melvin, Quillen  
Absent: Tedeschi 
Abstain: Gallup, Geary 
 

7.   REPORTS- (NO VOTE NEEDED)  
      Director’s Report and Comments - July 2025 

 
8.   APPLICATIONS 

Discussion and/or potential action and/or vote (s) concerning:  
 
Discussion and Potential Action Regarding the Approval of the Following Events at Ninigret Park, 
including recommendation to the Town Council to Waive §108-4 and §108-5 of the Charlestown Code of 
Ordinances, Subject to Review of Contracts by the Town Solicitor, receipt of All Applicable Paperwork 
and Insurance and that All Event Details Are Satisfactorily Met by the Parks and Recreation Director 
 

A.   Event: Simple Disc Golf 
  Date: October 25, 2025 
 Camping: No 
 Insurance: $1 Million General Liability 
 Fee: $50 

VOTE  
A motion was made by Commissioner Classey, seconded by Commissioner Gallup, to approve the 
application with the fee of $50. The motion was unanimously approved with eight (8) in favor and 
one (1) absent.     
 
Result: Unanimous 
Mover: Classey   
Seconder: Gallup 
Ayes: Classey, Fonnemann, Frank, Gallup, Geary, Glista, Melvin, Quillen   
Absent: Tedeschi 
 
 

9.   NEW BUSINESS 
     Discussion and/or potential action and/or vote (s) concerning: 
 

A. Passes for Parks and Recreation Commission members to attend approved events in 
Ninigret Park. 
Commissioner Classey suggested that the Commission members receive passes for the 
events in Ninigret Park.   
Commissioner Glista disagreed. He feels that it is an ethical question.  
 

B. Location for benches in Ninigret Park. 
Director Hilton will determine the placement of the benches.  Ten benches have been 
ordered. 
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C. Splash Pad for Ninigret Park. 
Commissioner Glista investigated different options for a splash pad in Ninigret Park.  It 
would be a great addition to the park. 
Director Hilton will look into other options. 
 

D. Beautification of Ninigret Park (Entranceway, Daffodil Trail, Area around Erik the 
Troll) 
Karen Jedson of South County Tourism is planning to donate 16,000 daffodil bulbs to Ninigret 
Park. They will cover the cost of the bulbs but are seeking help in deciding where to plant 
them.  
South County Tourism would also like to donate shrubbery to improve the entranceway to 
Ninigret Park. 
Keith Cargill of Lost Stone Art is being hired by South County Tourism to build a stone wall 
that enhances the entryway to Erik the Troll. 
 

VOTE  
A motion was made by Vice Chairman Quillen, seconded by Commissioner Classey, to accept gifts 
for the Beautification of Ninigret Park.  If approved, the Parks and Recreation Commission would 
like to accept the gifts of beautification from South County Tourism for Ninigret Park this coming 
fall. The gifts include 16,000 daffodils, shrubbery for the entranceway, and a stone archway that 
will guide visitors to Erik the Troll.  If approved, the Parks and Recreation Commission will oversee 
the placement of the daffodils.  South County Tourism would provide the funding. The motion was 
unanimously approved with eight (8) in favor and one (1) absent.     
 
Result: Unanimous 
Mover: Quillen  
Seconder: Classey 
Ayes: Classey, Fonnemann, Frank, Gallup, Geary, Glista, Melvin, Quillen   
Absent: Tedeschi 
 
E. Atlantis Rising – June 2027 

Director Hilton stated that the Atlantis Rising application will be on next month’s agenda. 
 
 

10.   OLD BUSINESS  
     Discussion and/or potential action and/or vote (s) concerning: 

 
A. Disc golf update. 

 
B. Ninigret Park Community Center Subcommittee update. 

Vice Chairman Quillen stated that the subcommittee meeting follows the Parks and 
Recreation Commission meeting.  There is no new information. 
 

C. Small/Large Event Application Form. 
Vice Chairman Quillen suggested that the Commission bring the SM/LG applications 
home for review and return next month with any suggestions. 
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D. Chariho Softball to move to Ninigret Park. 
Commissioner Glista received a list from Brittni Ferguson, President of Chariho Girls 
Softball, outlining the needed repairs to the softball field to potentially host Chariho 
Softball at Ninigret Park.  
 

VOTE  
A motion was made by Vice Chairman Quillen, seconded by Commissioner Classey, to support the 
Chariho Girls’ Softball Organization relocating to Ninigret Park. The Charlestown Parks and 
Recreation Commission supports the relocation of the Chariho Girls’ Softball Organization to 
Ninigret Park, specifically to the area located behind the playground.  The motion was unanimously 
approved with eight (8) in favor and one (1) absent.     
 
Result: Unanimous 
Mover: Quillen   
Seconder: Classey 
Ayes: Classey, Fonnemann, Frank, Gallup, Geary, Glista, Melvin, Quillen   
Absent: Tedeschi 

 
E. Priorities of the Master Plan. 

Commissioner Frank stated that it is time to decide where we want things to go in 
Ninigret Park.  Where do we want the new office building?   
Vice Chairman Quillen would like to relocate the events in the park to an area that 
does not block off any other parts of the park while their event is in progress.   
Director Hilton suggested possibly using the area behind the War Memorial. 
Commissioner Glista stated that the commission needs to ask the Town Council for 
funds to hire a consultant to draw up plans for an event area, including clearing land.  
We also need to include other groups that have stakes in Ninigret Park.  
 

VOTE  
A motion was made by Vice Chairman Quillen, seconded by Commissioner Frank, to request 
funding from the Town Council to hire a consultant to draw up plans, including clearing land to 
make an “event rental area” in Ninigret Park.  The motion was unanimously approved with eight 
(8) in favor and one (1) absent.     
 
Result: Unanimous 
Mover: Quillen   
Seconder: Frank 
Ayes: Classey, Fonnemann, Frank, Gallup, Geary, Glista, Melvin, Quillen   
Absent: Tedeschi 
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  11. ADJOURNMENT  
 

  VOTE   
A motion was made by Vice Chairman Quillen, and seconded by Commissioner Classey, to 
adjourn the meeting. All were in favor. The meeting adjourned at 7:00 PM.  

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jill Cuddy 
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