PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN

Notice is hereby given that the following ordinance was adopted by the Town Council of the

Town of Charlestown after a public hearing, duly advertised and posted, held on March 10, 2025,
continued to March 24, 2025, and continued to June 23, 2025.

ORDINANCE NO. 429
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 130 - FAMILY HOME BURIALS

Section 1. The Town Council of the Town of Charlestown hereby ordains that Chapter 130 of the Code
of Ordinances, Town of Charlestown is amended as follows:

See Exhibit A for a full version of the proposed amendments.

Note: Words set as strikeever are to be deleted from the ordinance; words set in underline
are to be added to the ordinance.

Section 2. The Town Clerk is hereby authorized to cause said changes to be made to the Town of
Charlestown’s Code of Ordinances.

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage.

Attested To By: Passed By Town Council On:

June 23, 2025

Amy Rose Weinreich, CMC Town Clerk

To be advertised in the Westerly Sun: June 30, 2025
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Exhibit A
AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO FAMILY BURIAL PLOTS

WHEREAS the Town Council of the Town of Charlestown, in accordance with the relevant
requirements of the Rhode Island General Laws, seeks to ensure that the establishment and use of
family burial plots within the Town are properly regulated to safeguard public health, maintain
local aesthetics, and preserve historical or cultural heritage; and

WHEREAS Rhode Island General Laws § 23-18-1 et seq., as amended, permits municipalities to
regulate family burial plots on private property; and

WHEREAS it is the responsibility of the Town Council to review and approve the establishment
of family burial plots to ensure compliance with state and local regulations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF TOWN OF
CHARLESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND, as follows:

Chapter 130 Family Burials

§ 130-1 Definitions.

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meaning ascribed
to them in this section, except where context clearly indicates a different meaning.

Applicant
A person who requests approval from the Town Council to establish a family burial plot.

Burial
The act of placing human remains in the ground, in an above-ground vault or in a mausoleum.

Family Burial
A ground tomb, located on private property for the exclusive use for burial of a family member by

the owner of the property.

Family Burial Plot

A designated area of land on a private property intended for the burial of the family members or
direct descendants of the property owner, including but not limited to immediate family members
(e.g. spouse, children, parents, siblings, and their direct descendants) approved by the Town
Council to place human remains of the property owner’s immediate family.




Family Burial Plot Protection Area

No construction, excavation, or other ground disturbing activity shall occur within twenty-five

(25) feet of any approved Home Burial Tomb without the prior written approval of the Town

Council.

Town Council
The Town Council of the Town of Charlestown, Rhode Island.

§ 130-2 Establishment of Family Burial Plots.

1.

2.

Any property owner within the Town of Charlestown may request permission to establish
a family burial plot on their private property, subject to the approval of the Town Council.
Upon approval of a family burial plot by the Town Council, the applicant shall prepare a
plan of survey showing the family burial plot and a twenty-five (25) foot setback protection
zone from same and have such plan recorded in the Land Evidence Records within ninety
(90) days of approval of such by the Town Council.

Any family burial tomb shall be marked by a permanent fixture such as, but not limited to,
a stone monument. Unmarked graves or marking graves with temporary or degradable
materials are prohibited.

§ 130-3 Application Process.

1.

2.

The applicant shall submit a written application to the Town Council for the establishment
of a family burial plot, which includes:

a. Alegal description and map of the property.

b. A description and diagram of the proposed burial plot, including the dimensions

and proposed use.
c. A certification that the burial plot will only be used for family members or direct
descendants as defined by Rhode Island law.

d. Any additional documentation that the Town Council may require.
The application shall be reviewed by the Town Council at a public hearing. The applicant
shall provide notice of the public hearing to abutting property owners at least a minimum
of fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing by U.S. Mail, first class. The applicant shall provide
proof of this required mailing to the Town Clerk prior to or at the public hearing.
The Town Council shall consider:
Compliance with all applicable state and local laws.
Impact on neighboring properties.
Adequate access to the plot for interments.
Environmental concerns, such as groundwater contamination.
Preservation of the aesthetic quality of the town.
The Town Council may approve, deny, or approve with conditions the establishment of the
burial plot. A decision shall be rendered at the meeting or at a subsequent Town Council

meeting.
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§ 130-4 Use and Maintenance of Family Burial Plots.

1.

A family burial plot shall be maintained by the property owner in a manner consistent with
public safety, health, and the overall preservation of the environment.




2. The owner of the burial plot must ensure that the site remains free of hazardous conditions,

such as unstable ground, improperly sealed graves, or overgrown vegetation, and must
maintain the site in a respectful and aesthetically appropriate manner.

3. No commercial burials or use of the plot for purposes other than family burials as defined

herein shall be permitted.
§ 130-5 Fees.

1. The Town Council may impose a reasonable fee, in addition to the application fee, for the
review and processing of the burial plot application to cover the costs of administrative
review, site inspections, and legal compliance.

2. An application fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) shall be payable to the Town of

Charlestown for any application made under these provisions. Any costs of advertising
and/or notice shall be the responsibility of the applicant.

§ 130-6 Violations and Penalties.

1.

Any person who violates the provisions of this ordinance, including failure to obtain
approval before establishing a family burial plot, shall be subject to a fine of five hundred
dollars ($500.00) per violation.

The Town Council reserves the right to require the removal of any burial plot that has been
established in violation of this ordinance or applicable law.

§ 130-7 Severability.

If any section, clause, or provision of this ordinance is found to be invalid or unconstitutional by

a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining

portions of this ordinance.

§ 130-8 Effective Date.

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage by the Town Council.




