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CHARLESTOWN TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, December 18, 2024, at 2:30 p.m. 
Charlestown Town Hall, Council Chambers 

4540 South County Trail, Charlestown, RI 02813 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER:  Ms. Weidman called the meeting to order at 2:30 P.M. 

 
2. ROLL CALL: Jane Weidman (Town Planner), Alan Arsenault (Director of Public Works), Don 
Rathbone (Charlestown Fire Chief), Grace Murray (Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer), Matt 
Dowling (Wastewater Manager), Ruth Platner (Planning Commission), Sarah St Laurent (Planning 
Commission), and James Bobola (Dunn’s Corners Fire Marshal) 

 
Members absent: Joseph Warner (Building Official) and Keith Kenyon (Dunn’s Corners Fire 
Chief) 

 
Others in attendance: Charee Jackson, PLS, representing the applicant 

 
3. MINUTES APPROVAL 

Discussion and/or potential vote(s) concerning: 
 

A. Minutes from November 13, 2024 
 
The November 13, 2024 meeting minutes were reviewed. 

 
A motion was made by Ms. Platner to approve the meeting minutes as written. 
Seconded by Mr. Arsenault and carried by unanimous vote. 

 
4. APPLICATION REVIEW—Discussion and/or potential action and/or vote on an 

advisory opinion to the Administrative Officer for the following application: 
 

A. Eagles Landing (Owner/applicant Jamie Marie Rose and Peter B. Helstrom), 
Preliminary Plan Application for a 3-lot subdivision; AP 25, Lot 111, 10 Lauri Drive. 

 
Ms. Weidman began the discussion by explaining that under the old subdivision regulations this 
project, which is a minor subdivision without the creation of a road, would have been required to 
go before the Planning Commission for review and approval. With the changes in state law, this 
application can be approved administratively. The Technical Review Committee’s role in the 
process is to provide an advisory to the Administrative Officer, Ms. Weidman, which would be 
binding in her decision. 
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Ms. Charee Jackson, Project Engineer, began with a brief overview of the property which consists 
of a 9-acre parcel with frontage on Route 2. She stated that much of the parcel is in the R3A zone, 
but the parcel with the exiting house on it is in the R40 zone, because of this, it allows the existing 
house to sit on a smaller lot (1.894 acre) and the creation of two additional 3-acre lots. She referred 
the Committee to the information provided in the application packet. Included in the packet was 
a memo describing the existing road conditions and drainage patterns on Lauri Drive. She 
explained that the higher-than-average water tables in the area put them into an advanced treatment 
type of septic systems. She added that it is not a requirement, but they are choosing to go above 
what is required because of the water table. 

 
Ms. Jackson stated that the biggest hurdle in the process has been the road maintenance issue. An 
“arrangement” for the maintenance of the road has been in existence since the 1930’s, but now, 
with the addition of new lots, a more formal road maintenance agreement is required for the new 
lot owners. She commented that the new lot owners will be required to join the association, but 
the owners of the existing properties cannot be forced to join. It is hoped that at some point, the 
property owners of the existing parcels will wish to join the association as well. Ms. Jackson also 
noted that if the existing properties in the future were transferred to new owners, the new owners 
would not be required to join the association. The road maintenance agreement is for the 
maintenance of Lauri Drive from the entrance off of South County Trail, but the new lot owners 
will not be required to maintain the road beyond the two new parcels. 

 
Ms. Weidman asked for comments or questions from Committee members: 

 
Mr. Arsenault requested that each of the new property deeds contain the road maintenance 
agreement, and that it specifically states the road maintenance includes snow plowing and snow 
removal. 

 
Mr. Dowling commented that he was pleased with the technology that was to be utilized, it was 
the best set up as far as septic systems. 

 
Ms. Platner asked Ms. Weidman if Attorney Petrarca had reviewed and approved the language in 
the deed? Ms. Weidman responded that both Attorney Petrarca and Attorney Priestley had 
reviewed the language and were satisfied. 

 
There was some discussion about the existing road maintenance and whether there was a 
mechanism that could be put in place to address future maintenance of the existing properties that 
were beyond the new lots. Ms. Jackson stated that there is no avenue to make those property 
owners maintain the road. 
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An interested resident on Pasquissett Trail addressed the Committee and expressed his concern 
regarding the road maintenance. He said when an association dissolves, the process to form an 
association must begin all over again and from his experience that does not work. 

 
Ms. Weidman said that she understood the situation that he was referring to, but it was a completely 
different situation than the application that was before the Committee today. 

 
It was noted that none of the abutting property owners were present. 

 
Ms. Weidman reviewed the memo that she prepared with the Committee. She again explained that 
she needed an advisory opinion from the TRC which would be binding to her decision. It was 
noted in the memo that the decision was relying on the engineer to verify that Lauri Drive meets 
the town standards for a private road. 

 
It was agreed that each property deed should contain the road maintenance agreement and specific 
wording regarding the association’s responsibility for snow plowing. 

 
Ms. Murray stated that zoning had no issues with the application, but she did notice that the deed 
references “Lauri Lane” and it should read “Lauri Drive”. 

 
Mr. Rathbone noted there was no need for a cistern as the property was in very close proximity to 
a water source. 

 
A motion was made by Ms. Platner to recommend to the Administrative 
Officer to approve the preliminary plan application with the findings of fact 
and the items as discussed. Seconded by Mr. Dowling and carried by 
unanimous vote. 

 
5. ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Mr. Dowling to adjourn the meeting at 3:00 P.M. 
Seconded by Ms. Murray and carried by unanimous vote. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Janet Lombardo 

Planning Assistant 
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