Minutes Parks & Recreation Commission October 28, 2025

APPROVED MINUTES

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
Tuesday, October 28, 2025 @ 6:00 PM
Charlestown Town Hall, Council Chambers
4540 South County Trail, Charlestown, RI 02813

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was CALLED TO ORDER by Chairman Tedeschi at 6:00 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived
Gary Tedeschi Chair Present
Dana Donahue Commissioner Present
Lauren Classey Commissioner Present
Jill Marie Fonnemann Commissioner Present
Jodi Frank Commissioner Present
Kerry Gallup Commissioner Present
Joseph Geary Commissioner Present
Frank Glista Commissioner Present
Julie Melvin Commissioner Present
Timothy Quillen Vice Chairman Present

Also present: Vicky Hilton, Parks & Recreation Director, and Craig Marr, Town Council Liaison

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS

4. COMMISSION COMMENTS

Commissioner Melvin questioned whether Commissioner Quillen had received permission to remove
invasive plants in Ninigret Park. Director Hilton stated that he is waiting for approval from the Town
Administrator, DPW Director, Army Corps of Engineers, and Fish and Wildlife. The government shutdown
has slowed down the process.

Commissioner Glista stated that the Trunk or Treat event was fantastic. He also met with Louise Bishop
of South County Tourism and said she is willing to move her event away from the criterium to another area
recommended by the commission.

5. TOWN COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT AND COMMENTS
No updates.

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Discussion and/or potential action and/or vote(s) concerning:
A. Parks & Recreation Meeting Minutes for September 23, 2025.
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VOTE

Commissioner Frank made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Gallup, to approve the minutes
from the meeting on September 23, 2025. The motion was unanimously approved, with seven (7)
votes in favor, and three (3) abstaining.

Result: Unanimous

Mover: Frank

Seconder: Gallup

Ayes: Fonnemann, Frank, Gallup, Glista, Melvin, Quillen, Tedeschi
Abstain: Donahue, Classey, Geary

7. REPORTS- (NO VOTE NEEDED)
Director’s Report and Comments — October 2025

8. APPLICATIONS
Discussion and/or potential action and/or vote (s) concerning:

Discussion and Potential Action Regarding the Approval of the Following Events at Ninigret Park,
including recommendation to the Town Council to Waive §108-4 and §108-5 of the Charlestown Code of
Ordinances, Subject to Review of Contracts by the Town Solicitor, receipt of All Applicable Paperwork
and Insurance and that All Event Details Are Satisfactorily Met by the Parks and Recreation Director:

A. Event: Intention Fest
Date: Sunday, September 27, 2026
Camping: No
Insurance: $1 Million General Liability
Fee: $400

VOTE
A motion was made by Commissioner Classey, seconded by Commissioner Quillen, to approve the
application with a fee of $400. The motion was unanimously approved with ten (10) in favor.

Result: Unanimous

Mover: Classey

Seconder: Quillen

Ayes: Tedeschi, Donahue, Classey, Geary, Fonnemann, Frank, Gallup, Glista, Melvin, Quillen

9. NEW BUSINESS
Discussion and/or potential action and/or vote (s) concerning:

A. Eliminate parking charges/donations at all events in Ninigret Park.
Commissioner Glista suggested eliminating the parking charge/donation to help speed up the
traffic flow at events in Ninigret Park.
Town Council Liaison Marr stated that this issue does not need to go to the Town Council for
approval; it is part of the application process.
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VOTE

A motion was made by Commissioner Quillen, seconded by Commissioner Frank, to approve the
elimination of all parking charges/donations at all events at Ninigret Park, due to traffic stacking
issues. The motion was unanimously approved with ten (10) in favor.

Result: Unanimous

Mover: Quillen

Seconder: Frank

Ayes: Tedeschi, Donahue, Classey, Geary, Fonnemann, Frank, Gallup, Glista, Melvin, Quillen

B. Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Schedule 2026

VOTE

A motion was made by Commissioner Classey, seconded by Commissioner Geary, to approve the
2026 Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Schedule. The motion was unanimously approved
with ten (10) in favor.

Result: Unanimous

Mover: Classey

Seconder: Geary

Ayes: Tedeschi, Donahue, Classey, Geary, Fonnemann, Frank, Gallup, Glista, Melvin, Quillen

C. World Cup Soccer
Director Hilton mentioned that the World Cup Soccer Tournament is being held in
Foxborough, MA, with teams staying at Bryant College. It would be a great idea to have
some kind of soccer event with Chariho Soccer and South County Soccer to kick off the
festivities. More information to come.

D. Holiday Ramble
Commissioner Classey stated the dates for the Holiday Ramble are December 5-6, 2025.

10. OLD BUSINESS
Discussion and/or potential action and/or vote (s) concerning:

A. Disc golf update.
Chairman Tedeschi stated that the disc golf group has two sanctioned events in the
next month.

B. Ninigret Dog Park update.
Commissioner Quillen stated that the dog park had a Halloween party. There are three
or four new members on the dog park committee, and many more volunteers helping
out. The new DPW Director has been very receptive to suggestions to improve the
park.
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C. Chariho Girls Softball update.
Director Hilton stated that the organization has been directed to go to the budget
committee to request funding.

D. Parks and Recreation Office and Rest Rooms at the Gate House location.
Commissioner Quillen stated that he had spoken with Town Council President Deb Carney,
and she indicated that the Parks and Recreation Office could relocate to the Gate House
location. He would like to see movement forward towards the relocation.

Director Hilton stated that she would like to know the benefits of relocating the Parks and
Recreation Office to the Gate House location.

Commissioner Quillen is confused by the direction of the possible relocation of the Parks
and Recreation office. There are questions about the location, size of the building, and use
of the building.

Town Council Liaison Marr stated his understanding is that the Parks and Recreation
Commission was to research moving the Parks and Recreation Department from the Town
Hall to Ninigret Park, including where in the park, as well as what type of facility would
be suitable for that move. The charge for the Parks and Recreation Commission is to figure
out what they want, what they need, and what they desire, and then come up with a plan
that says this is what we are looking for.

Director Hilton will seek clarification on exactly what can be done at the Gate House
location.

11. ADJOURNMENT

VOTE
A motion was made by Chairman Glista, and seconded by Commissioner Gallup, to adjourn the
meeting. All were in favor. The meeting adjourned at 6:55 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Jill Cuddy



